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prominent fascist in the April riots. Political murder
breeds political murder, and the next morning four of
Castillo's companions went round to Sotelo's house;*
took him out, shot him, and left him in the street.

Subsequent attempts were made by the Italian propa-
gandist sections abroad to pretend that Sotelo's murder
was an isolated event, that the victim was a responsible
and respectable statesman, and that the method of his
killing was specially brutal. The order of events is as
stated above*1 Calvo Sotelo was an international
fascist revolutionary in close touch with organizations
at Rome and Berlin, in both of which cities he had
recently spent some time. He had been concerned with
Don Juan March over the shady business of the Morocco
tobacco monopoly. He was shot in the head and chest,
in very much the same way as Castillo. It is only pos-
sible to consider him as a martyr by accepting the fatal
view that the death of one man, who has made himself
prominent and wealthy by dubious methods, is of far
more importance than the death of several who are
neither prominent nor wealthy.-

The central Government, composed of middle-aged
Liberals, * amateurs and idealists,' appear to have lost
their nerve when faced with a direct rebellion. Ulti-
mately most of the resistance was organized locally by
the more left-wing groups. A Government 'plane
dropped bombs on the military headquarters at Tetuan,
but no proper national action was taken. It seems
probable that a good many officials, as well as the
officer caste, the Church hierarchy and the leading
right-wing politicians, were well aware that the putsch

x See The Spanish Tragedy, 1930-36, E, Allison Peers. A useful
book. The author's sympathies are obviously with the Right and
the Catholics but he gives the correct sequence, and references to
the medical evidence about Sotelo's death.